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SUMMARY AND APPLICATIONS  
 

I. The term "National Park" has a different meaning in Europe from its connotation in Ameri-
ca. There it usually signifies an area set aside for educational or scientific purposes, rather than for 
recreation. 

2. The reserves here discussed were, almost without exception, proposed and fostered by 
scientists; but prominent men of affairs also were interested and their influence often was essential 
to realization of the project. In certain important reserves (Switzerland, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Sweden) the lead was taken by organizations corresponding to our National Academy of Sciences, 
and these still have more or less control, especially as regards research. Popular interest in protec-
tion of rare animals and plants is always noticeable and touring organizations have sometimes been 
keenly active (especially in Italy).  

3. Scientific values are most highly utilized in the Swiss park. Here researches and publication 
are controlled by the national natural history society, which also organizes and assigns the work. 
Research in other reserves varies from monographic studies to casual observations.  

4. Among the best worked out plans and sets of regulations are those for the Czech and Polish 
parks in the Tatra Mountains. This project is especially interesting because of its international cha-
racter, because of the care with which details have been attended to by international committees of 
experts, and because of the principle of a buffer zone of a partially protected area. Valuable sugges-
tions may be had from a study of these plans.  

5. One of the most effective reserves is the Bialowieza, in Poland, because of its large size and 
its great age.  

6. As to scientific reserves in America, the chief deterrent to their formation is the absence of 
enthusiasm and organization among the scientists. We have no definite program to propose, and if 
reserves were created we should find ourselves unprepared to make an organized study of them. It 
is essential that studies begin with protection, that is, from the time that the area is first brought 
under control.  

7. The time to set aside areas for complete reservation in America is the present. Our warning 
as to danger of delay comes from the experience in Europe. The problem there is much more diffi-
cult than with us, for they no longer have extensive natural areas to protect. They must first re-
create natural conditions through long periods of protection, sometimes accompanied by replanting 
and by reintroduction of the indigenous fauna. There, leaders speak of a "grandiose experiment to 
create a wilderness", whereas we need only to protect the wilderness that we already possess. Our 
task is to preserve what such people as the Swiss and the Italians strive to re-create.  

8. While proposing new reserves an inventory should be made of those already existing in or-
der to see in how far they meet or fail to meet the needs. The most rational classification appears to 
be on basis of purpose. The following is suggested as a list of this sort. The order is from the gen-
eral to the specific, and at the same time it is essentially chronologic.  

a. Reserves for commercial and agricultural use. The national forests are designed especially to 
meet these needs.  
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b. Recreation areas. These are supplied in part by our national forests, national parks, and state 
parks.  

c. Reservations for aesthetic, spiritual, and educational values. Our national parks and also cer-
tain areas of the national forests meet these requirements to some extent, although there is seldom 
a sharp line drawn between these purposes and recreation through amusement.  

d. Animal and plant refuges.  
e. Reserves of special features. National monuments and many state parks are of this category.  
f. Reserves for purpose of scientific research. These are best located in national forests but 

some would necessarily be outside.  
g. Complete reserves, the exact use to be determined by future needs. These too are to be 

scientifically studied but not to be disturbed. They may also serve the general public under certain 
restrictions. The fundamental purpose here is preservation of natural conditions. The best location 
for such reserves is within national parks and national forests, since the surrounding portions of 
these would serve as buffer zones of partial protection.   
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