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Memorandum on the Formation of the Society for the Protection of Science and Learning 

(1935)1 

1. On the establishment of the present regime in Germany in the spring of 1933 and the dismissal 

or putting into retirement of a number of distinguished university teachers, either on grounds of 

opinion or on grounds of race, the Academic Assistance Council was formed (in May 1933) with a 

view to finding for those so displaced opportunities of continuing their scientific work in various 

institutions in this country or elsewhere. 

2. The Academic Assistance Council (under the presidency of Lord Rutherford) has succeeded 

in the past two and a half years both in finding more or less permanent places (in Britain and out-

side it) for a number of those displaced from Germany, and in providing temporary maintenance 

for many others. Of the approximately 700 scholars who have left Germany, 348 have already been 

permanently re-established and 324 are being temporarily supported in universities while continuing 

their research. A feature of this work has been the ready co-operation which the Council has se-

cured from practically all university institutions in giving an opportunity to those displaced of con-

tinuing their scientific and learned pursuits. Assistance from the Council has been dependent in 

every case upon some university or similar institution being willing to offer this opportunity. In 

other words it has been confined to those who would be accepted by academic institutions as men 

of proved academic standing. 

3. At the time when the Council was formed, it was not certain that proscription of ‘non-

Aryans’ and of persons of independent thought in Germany would be permanent. The work of the 

council, it was hoped, might be required only to meet a temporary need. It was hard to believe that 

the cultural traditions of Germany would be abandoned completely. It is now clear that there is 

little hope of early amelioration of the attitude of the German authorities in this matter. Everyone 

who has any direct contact with Germany can cite cases of men of science and learning who have 

no opportunity of continuing their work in Germany, and even if they have resources there, are 

unable, under the exchange restrictions, to transfer money out of Germany. They cannot use such 

resources as they have, either to make a fresh start for themselves or to give their children the edu-

cation and the chance in life which they can no longer get in the country where they were born or 

where they have been living for many years. 

4. It has to be added that dismissal of scholars and scientists on political grounds or other 

grounds irrelevantly to their work is not confined to Germany. In Russia and Italy freedom of study 

and teaching in large portions of the field of learning has long been proscribed. Within the past year 

in Portugal a number of university teachers in various faculties have been retired on grounds of 

political opinion. 

5. In the circumstances there is clear need of a continuing organization for the defence of 

science and learning against attacks such as those from which they are suffering in Germany and 

elsewhere. The specific suggestion now made is that the Academic Assistance Council should 

establish as its permanent successor a ‘Society for the Protection of Science and Learning’ and that 

all those who now form the Academic Assistance Council should be invited to become the first 

Council of this Society with power to add to their number. 

—————— 
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6. The Society would be incorporated as a company limited by guarantee, to carry on all varied 

forms of help which have been given by the Academic Assistance Council in the finding of perma-

nent openings whether in this country or elsewhere for those displaced, and in providing grants for 

maintenance, travelling expenses, costs of publication, costs of special lecturers, emergency relief, 

loans, &c., to suit the special circumstances of each case. It would administer through the Council, 

an ‘Academic Assistance Trust’ for the granting of fellowships and studentships tenable at Universi-

ties and other approved institutions for teaching and research in this or other countries, by persons 

who, on grounds of race, religion, or opinion have been prevented from carrying on learned or 

scientific work for which they are qualified. […] 

8. All those who are interested in the Protection of science and learning would be invited by 

public appeal or by letter to join the Society (a) with a minimum annual subscription to be contin-

ued until further notice of one guinea a year; (b) with a larger annual subscription if they can afford 

it; (c) with an undertaking to covenant with the Trustees of the Academic Assistance Trust for a 

seven-year contribution to the funds of the Trust, thus allowing income-tax to be recovered by the 

Trustees. 
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